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Through a federal grant, a full-time 
nurse practitioner (NP) will operate 
a school-based clinic out of East 
Elementary for Waynesville R-VI 
students and staff. Waynesville R-VI 
will be one of the first districts in the 
state to offer a NP who can medically 
diagnose staff and students as well as 
write prescriptions.

 Parents will need to complete a 
permission form for their student to be 
seen by the NP. No student will be seen 

Nurse practitioner to operate clinic at East

The proverbial “needle in a haystack” 
time capsule was opened at Waynesville 
High School before a standing room 
only crowd on Wednesday, solving the 
mystery surrounding the copper box 
that was found in a 1951 stone in debris 
at the old Waynesville Middle School 
demolition site.

Time capsule opening solves mystery

Many of the contents were from 
1953, rather than 1951. It is believed 
that while construction on the then 

Central Elementary School started 
in 1951, the building was not 

Members of the Student Government 
Association assisted with the opening 
of the time capsule. Michelle Amato 
displays the first item to be pulled 
out – a newspaper from 1953. At right, 
Cristina O’Barr and Dr. Brian Henry 
read a letter form the capsule.  
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or receive services without parental 
permission, and parents will always be 
notified prior to their child receiving 
services from the nurse practitioner.

 “We wanted to create this type of 
basic medical access for our students,” 
said Dr. Elizabeth Washington, director 
of special services for the Waynesville 
R-VI School District. “We also wanted 
to create medical access for our staff 
and offer them an option to be seen in 
district by a nurse practitioner.”

Laurie Sparr, the nurse practitioner, 
will open the clinic at East on Feb. 
12 through a partnership with Central 
Ozarks Medical Center.  Her salary and 
clinic supplies will be paid for through 
a four-year grant from the Federally 
Qualified Health Center (FQHC), 
Central Ozark Medical Center in 
Richland, MO.

“Many of our students who see the 
school nurse are referred on for further 
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completed and occupied until the 1952-53 school year, based on information 
in “History of Waynesville School,” published in 1981. At the time, Central 
Elementary contained six elementary classrooms, a multipurpose room and the 
superintendent’s and assistant superintendent’s offices.

 Newspapers from 1953, basketball programs, letters, an enrollment form 
and other items were pulled from the capsule, but the one that provided the clue 
was a letter from the Waynesville Re-Organized Schools dated March 4, 1953. 
It opened with this statement: “This school building was built by a grant of 
$154,000.00 by the Federal Security Agency with $50,000.00 State Funds and 
$20,000.00 District Funds.”

 Kindergarten enrollment at the time was 123 students; enrollment at the high 
school was 202 students and in all other grades was 1,052 for a total enrollment 
of 1,377. Today’s enrollment is 5,800.

The contents of the time capsule will be scanned and placed online next week 
for viewing. The school district will work with the Pulaski County Historical 
Society to preserve the items for future generations.  

Time capsule 

Dr. Brian Henry opens the 
capsule. At right, the Class 
of 1951 basketball team 
members with this year’s 
boys basketball team. 

Afterward, attendees look at materials from the 
time capsule. 

Clockwise, Cristina 
O’Barr displays a 1953 
basketball tournament 
bracket. Attendees 
enjoy learning about 
the contents of the 
copper box. School 
Board members Mike 
Keeling and Dan 
Deering read part of 
the 1953 newspaper 
and Dwight Hensley 
and Kenny Foster with 
the opened box.
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medical care, such as for a possible ear infection,” 
said Dr. Washington.  “Our nurse practitioner 
will receive those medical referrals and will 
be able to diagnose medical conditions such as 
ear infections, and then write prescriptions for 
treatment, which will save parents and students 
time and resources.”

 “Imagine that you, as a parent, receive a call 
to come and pick up your child and when you 
arrive, your child has already been seen by the 
nurse practitioner, received a diagnosis and has a 
prescription,” Washington said.

Washington is quick to point out that the nurse 
practitioner is not designed to replace a child’s 
or staff member’s regular healthcare provider, 
but provide one more option for care for minor 
ailments.

While students from throughout the district 
may use the service, East was selected due to its 
large population of students, available space and 
proximity to other schools. Details are still being 
finalized, but the clinic’s hours most likely will 
be 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on school days. The 
NP office will see walk-ins, but appointments are 
preferred.

“When you wake up in the morning and your 
son says he’s not feeling well, but you’re just not 
sure whether to keep your son at home or send 
him to school, you could make an appointment 
to see the nurse practitioner to help make that 
decision,” Washington said. 

The NP office will bill a child’s insurance, 
if any, for the services they receive, but any 
remaining balance will not be billed to the 
parents/guardians. The clinic will accept 
Medicaid, Tri-Care, private insurance and offer 
a sliding fee scale program based on family 
income and size. All treatment is based on 
parental permission and more information will be 
provided in the forms that will be sent home to 
parents/guardians. 

 The NP will also conduct trainings with staff 
and students throughout the district on healthy 
habits.

“We hope to provide a high level of medical 
care for our staff and students to help them stay 
well,” Washington said. “We feel the addition 
of the nurse practitioner will allow for this. 
Our school nurses do a wonderful job with our 
students and working within their scope. The 
NP will add the layer of diagnosing medical 
conditions and writing prescriptions. It will save 
parents time because we can do more medical 
care in district.”

The NP position stemmed from the 
district’s wellness goals, which are part of its 
Comprehensive School Improvement Plan.

 
 

Nurse Practitioner 
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Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent of the 
Waynesville R-VI 
School District, praised 
Waynesville Career 
Center staff during 
his Super Session this 
morning, Friday, Jan. 12.

Henry praised the 
WCC team for:

-  improving their 
    overall TSA/
    IRC (technical skills 
    assessment and industry recognized credentials) scores
-  making progress in Performance Plus and continuing to work 
    hard during their PLC time
-  laying the groundwork for the opening of the diesel mechanics 
    program this fall
-  recruiting efforts to help build their programs
-  all adult programs meeting the CPL (completion, placement and 
    licensure) threshold

WCC 
receives 
praise



    The following courses will be offered at the Waynesville 
Career Center. For more information about any of these 
programs, please call 573-842-2500. 

Beginner Dog Training    $50
Instructor: Cindy Ludwig
Class Schedule:  April 3 – May 22, 
Tuesday evenings 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Students will receive professional dog training instruction using 
science-based methods. Students will learn how to train their 
dogs efficiently and effectively using positive reinforcement 
and a clicker. To start, participants will learn how to teach their 
dogs to pay attention to them and touch or target something 
on cue. Building on these basic skills, participants will 
subsequently learn how to get their dogs to come reliably when 
called, wait/stay, sit and lie down on cue, walk on a loose leash, 
go to a mat and lie down, and “leave it.” Participants who 
choose may take the Canine Good Citizen test during an 8th 
class.

            ______________________________________

What Everyone Auto Know     $20
Instructor:  Jason Jones
Class Schedule: Feb. 20 & 27, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

This course is intended to provide participants with the 
knowledge to make economic decisions and take preventative 
measures to ensure a positive automotive experience. Jason 
Jones will provide information and answers to common 
questions and problems. This course teaches how to safely 
change a tire, how to check fluids and add if necessary, the 
basics of how an engine works, the basics of how the brake 
system works, battery maintenance, how to check belts and 
fuses, how to test them properly, how to replace wiper blades, 
what questions to ask your repair shop and more!

            ______________________________________

Beginning Photography     $50
Instructor:  Michael Curtis
Class Schedule: March 5 – April 16, 
Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Although your phone takes good photos, don’t you want to 
move past that and get into more professional looking photos? 
Then this is the class for you! But you’re thinking, “all those 
numbers confuse me.” You will learn what all those numbers 
technically and artistically mean. We will use a hands-on 
approach of how to use your camera to create works of art.

Beginning Adobe Lightroom    $50
Instructor:  Michael Curtis
Class Schedule: April 23 – June 4, 
Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.

After you have captured a stunning photo on your camera, the 
question is “what now?” Lightroom is a photography software 
program designed for photographers to enhance and bring out 
the best of each image. However, learning new software can 
be intimidating. This class will teach you how to simplify the 
process to give you those wall hanging images that you would 
be proud to display.

            ______________________________________

Google & Office    $50
Instructor:  Jeremy Brown
Class Schedule: Feb. 13 – March 27, Tuesdays 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Introduces the basic features of Microsoft Office and Google 
Drive. Develops familiarity with Word, Excel, Access, 
PowerPoint, and email.

            ______________________________________

Certified Nurse Assistant    $675
Instructor: Wendy Finch
Classes Schedule:  Feb. 13 – April 26, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
    
The purpose of the nurse assistant program is to prepare 
individuals for employment in a Long Term Care Facility. 
Certified nursing assistants provide hands-on care and perform 
routine tasks under the supervision of nursing and medical 
staff. Specific tasks vary, with aides handling many aspects of 
a patient’s temperature, pulse rate, respiration rate, or blood 
pressure. Some aides help other medical staff by setting up 
equip¬ment, storing and moving supplies, and assisting with 
some procedures. A September class schedule is TBD.

            ______________________________________

Motorcycle – Basic Rider Course    $230  
Classes will begin in April.  
A schedule should be available after Feb. 15.  

This three-day course will be scheduled for an upcoming 
weekend: Friday 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Sunday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

WCC to offer courses on variety of subjects
Dogs, autos, photography, computer programs, CNA and motorcycle safety



Thayer Elementary’s annual dance 
recital featured 42 dancers in its Winter 
Wonderland show on Dec. 8. The show 
opened with ZaKierra Bourne singing the National Anthem. 

Organized by Monica Vega and Wendy Finch, the recital was a hit with 
parents, extended families and special guest Waynesville Mayor Luge 
Hardman.  

“Everyone commented about the spectacular event and the students’ 
performances,” said Thayer Principal Robyn Justice. “I am so grateful to 
our organizers and to the parents and staff who volunteer to make this an 
outstanding event every year.” 

PTO sold concessions during intermission to help raise funds to help 
meet Thayer’s building goals. Photos by Valerie Collins

Thayer hosts 
dance recital



Seniors Morgan Loggins and Tanner Simpson were named the Courtwarming queen 
and king on Jan. 6 before the boys varsity basketball game. The 2017 Courtwarming 
queen Aminah Mujahid returned to crown this year’s queen. The boys won over 
Hillcrest, 66 to 45.  Photos at Courtwarming by Steve Ward 

 

At right, earlier in the week, 
the Courtwarming Court was 
announced: Top left: Madison 
Thompson, freshman; Megan 
Pattinson, sophomore; Jun Estraya 
Savage, junior; Morgan Loggins, 
senior; Phyllisia Wilson, senior; 
Katie Handley, senior; Megan 
Johnson, senior; bottom left: Jared 
Hyatt, freshman; Saul Dehart, 
sophomore; Tanner Simpson, 
senior; Alec Chapman, senior; 
Floyd Moore, senior; and Dashawn 
Griffin, senior.
  

Courtwarming queen and king named

Second grade students at Partridge Elementary participated in different Christmas themed STEM activities throughout the 
month of December. Students worked in teams to build a shelf for an elf to sit on. They also created a train track for the Polar 
Express. The second graders learned the importance of working together and sharpened their communication skills.                    



On Jan. 6, several Waynesville students had the 
honor of representing Waynesville in the Central 
District Missouri Music Educators Association 
High School Jazz Bands and Middle School Honor 
Bands. These students rehearsed all day with 
well-known clinicians, and then performed for the 
directors and parents Saturday evening. 

The High School Jazz students auditioned 
for this honor and the Middle School Honor 
students were selected by their directors for their 
outstanding musicianship.

High School Jazz Members:
Nathan Hough- Honor Jazz Band- Bass
Ladarion Hardison- 1st chair Honor Jazz 
    Band- Trombone
Anthony Zuber- 2nd chair Honor Jazz Band- 
    Tenor Sax
Latrisha Ford- 4th chair Honor Jazz Band- 
    Trumpet
Sean Cascon- 1st chair Studio Jazz Band- 
    Alto Sax

Josh Adank- 1st chair Studio Jazz 
    Band- Bari Sax
John Burch- Studio Jazz Band- 
    Piano

Middle School Honor Band 
Members:

Lena Herrmann- Clarinet

Isa Pangelinan- Bari Sax
Analice Pursely- Trumpet
Tessa Campbell- Trumpet
Austin Frommelt- Baritone
Brooke Benjamin- Flute
Alesha Garvey- Bass Clarinet
Truman Trower- Bari Sax
Jayla Gettys- Trumpet

Waynesville students 
participate in district 
jazz and honor bands

State Representative Steve Lynch presented 
Victoria Hooker with a Missouri House of 
Representatives Resolution for her success 
as a golfer at Waynesville High School. 
Both her mother, Samantha Hooker, and 
Coach Rube Dowell were present for the 
presentation. Hooker, a WHS senior, signed 
to play golf at William Woods on Dec. 15. 
Hooker competed in the Oct. 10 Class 2 
Girl’s State Golf Championship at the Sedalia 
Country Club, finishing in a tie for 42nd in 
the state. 



The WMDS library and language arts 
classes started back to school with two Love 
of Reading days in January.  This provided 
students an opportunity to get new library 
books and get a jump start on their second 
semester reading goals. Students and teachers 
were given flashlights to read by as the library 
lights were turned off.  They were allowed to 
find a comfortable place in the library to read 
along with friends, including under and on 
the tables! This was a great way to start back 
to second semester and encourage reading for 
enjoyment. 

Rosemarie Barrett, process coordinator’s secretary at 
Freedom Elementary, has been named the Classified Employee 
of the Month for January 2018. She was surprised on Monday 
morning when Hilary Bales, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, presented her with a certificate in front of 
her co-workers, Butch O’Riley, president of the Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 

One of her nominators said, “Rosemarie is always kind and 
welcoming, with a smile for everyone who passes by her desk. 
She is eager to help in any way she can. She builds positive 
relationships with both colleagues and students. She takes the 
time to get to know the students in the building, especially 
those with special needs. She learns their likes/dislikes, 
things about their families and their hobbies. She will provide 
assistance when kids are in crisis and need a safe calm place to 
deescalate.”

Another nominator said, “Rosemarie always has a smile on 
her face. She always greets staff, students and visitors with 

kindness and respect. Her sweet and caring disposition is 
meaningful when staff, students and visitors have a question 
or need. Rosemarie helps to make the SPED team’s lives 
run smoothly. She always handles each task with a “can do” 
attitude.”

WMDS students love 
to read by flashlight

Barrett named Classified Employee of the Month


